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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Oprescu et al. (US 5,559,967) and Applicant's Admission of Prior Art. 

At the outset, Applicant is reminded that claims subject to examination will be given their 
broadest reasonable interpretation in light of the supporting disclosure. In re Morris, 127 
F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023,1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997). With this in mind, the 
discussion will focus on how the terms and relationships between the terms in the 
claims are met by the references. 

As per claims 1, 3-10, and 12-18, Oprescu teaches a system for determining 
data speed and connectivity between first and second Beta signal systems in serial data 
interface devices, comprising: 

means for generating a tone pattern signal; ( see figure 1 9 and column 4 lines 7-1 1 ) 
means for selecting the tone pattern signal or a data input 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,234 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2182 

signal; (see figure 19, transceiver 14 and column 17 lines 2- 12, wherein the transceiver 
is coupling to the pins of buses 40, 41 and it is comply with differential and common 
mode); means for serializing the tone pattern signal or the data input 
signal; (see figure 19, transceiver 16 and column 17, lines 2-12, wherein the transceiver 
is coupling to the pins of buses 40, 41 and it is comply with differential and common 
mode) means for clocking the means for selecting and the means for serializing; and 
means for transmitting one of the serialized tone pattern signal or the serialized data 
input signal to the second Beta signal system, (see figures 3A,-3B, 4, 13, 19). 

However, Oprescu teaches does clearly teach wherein the system further 
comprises one of a Beta port or a Bilingual port, wherein the tone pattern generator, the 
selecting device, the serializing device, the clock device, and the driver are positioned in 
the Beta port or the Bilingual port. Nonetheless, AAPA teaches the common use of 
bilingual modes within a single port, the IEEE 1394-1 995/1 394a-2000 (a data-strobe 
standard, [0002-0006]) and IEEE 1394b-2002 standards (a Beta and serializer- 
deserializer standard, as evidenced by AAPA, [0028]) Therein, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
combined AAPA's teachings of bilingual modes within a single port with the teachings of 
Oprescu because doing so would increase the compatibility among devices that comply 
with the IEEE 1394-1 995/1 394a-2000 and IEEE 1394b-2002 standards. 

As per claim 2, Oprescu-AAPA teaches wherein the tone pattern signal 
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comprises a continuous sequence of HIGH and LOW signals at a predetermined rate, 
such that the tone pattern signal represents a signal between approximately 49MHz and 
approximately 62MHz. 

As per claim 1 1 , Oprescu-AAPA teaches wherein the clock device comprises a 
clock divider device that converts a high speed input clock signal to a low speed output 
clock signal. (AAPA, [0002-0029]) 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammara Peyton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4157. The examiner can normally be reached between 6:30 - 4:00 from Monday to 
Thursday, (I am off every first Friday), and 6:30-3:00 every second Friday. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tariq 
Hafiz can be reached on (571 ) 272- 6729. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. Any inquiry of a 
general nature of relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
/Tammara R Peyton/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2182 
June 17, 2008 



